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We’ve had quite the Spring semester at Raider Catholic! The mission of bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
Texas Tech has certainly been visible! Beginning in January a group of us went to SEEK, a conference that brought 
together over 12,000 college students from around the nation. This semester also saw an increase in service events put 
on by the Catholic Student Association, Chi Rho, and The College Knights of Columbus Council #14426. The Diocesan 
Youth Retreat Team (DYRT), Women of Faith, and the Raider Awakening retreat also saw increased attendance and 
participation. Over the spring break, ten students went on mission to Hatch, New Mexico, for a week on the inaugural 
Alternative Spring Break Mission/Service Trip. We hope to add a second spring break in 2018.

Perhaps the most visible signs of the flourishing of the Raider Catholic mission are the growing number of Disciple 
Groups and the construction of the John 
Saleh Catholic Student Center. What started 
as one Disciple Group (small faith group 
Bible study) last Fall, is now a handful of 
Disciple Groups meeting throughout the 
week! And what was once known as the 
“dirt lot” is now a building with walls, 
rooms, a ceiling, and beautiful brick exterior.

The mission of Raider Catholic could not 
happen without you, our esteemed friends, 
alumni, and parents. If you have contributed 
in the past thank you for your prayers and 
support. If you have not, it’s not too late to 
be a part of the mission of bringing the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to Texas Tech!

Fr. Francis Orozco, OP
     Chaplain, Raider Catholic
     Associate Pastor, St. Elizabeth University Parish

This year has flown by so fast! I still cannot believe how fast four years have gone by. This has been a year filled with 
ups and downs, good times, and some really great ones. As I look back on my undergraduate career, I cannot help but 
thank The Lord for bringing me to this community at Raider Catholic. I have made my best friends here, I have made 
this community my home, and I have been called to holiness and have been challenged in so many ways.

I have spent the last four years surrounded by men and women running to the Lord, and the momentum of it all has 
invigorated my faith and spiritual life. Matthew 18:20 says, “For where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them.” As a student, you can truly feel the presence of Christ in this community. Now 
it isn’t perfect. It is messy at best. But from what I’ve experienced, it has been the perfect soil for The Lord to do His 

work. There is always room for us to grow, as long as the students coming 
through continue to have open hearts and a meek spirit. And this is what I 
would say really sets Raider Catholic apart. Our students have such a love for 
Our Lord, that they continue to be open to grow, they continue to show love, 
and they continue to make their faith an integral part of their college experience.

Thank you, Raider Catholic for giving me a home for the last three years and for 
the years to come. God love you!

Steven Martinez
Student Intern 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(FRONT COVER) Alex Barraza of the Diocese of Las Cruces (far right), 
Fr. Francis, and students on the 2017 Spring Break Mission/Service Trip.

(L to R) Aaron Lara, Fr. Francis Orozco, OP, and Mikayla Castillo on the 
Spring Break Mission/Service Trip.
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As we come to the end of another academic year, I look back on the significant 
changes which have occurred in the past year.  The one standing out the most is the 
beginning of construction on the John Saleh Catholic Student Center. As many of 
you know, this has been a dream a long time in coming. I greatly appreciate the 
many donors who have come forward to donate to make this dream a reality. We 
have raised over 91% of the $6.8 million goal set three years ago. There is still time 
to donate to this great cause. The scheduled completion and move-in date is for Fall 
2017. We will announce a specific date for our ribbon cutting sometime later this 
summer, as construction begins to enter its final stages. It is not too late to be a part 
of this wonderful project.  Please go to our website for more details on how to give.

I would also like to thank the many students, and now alumni, who have helped 
this ministry to grow and become one of the greatest service organizations on the 
South Plains. The countless hours given to so many causes and the lives impacted 
through selfless service to those in need—the impact of the generosity of these 

many hours will, in many cases, be unknown to anyone other than our Father in heaven. I believe, when the time is 
right, He will make the impact known in the hearts and minds of each of us. Thank you for the time you spent serving 
here and to those who go on to serve in so many ways across the nation and world. Please pray for the continued 
growth of this ministry and the acquisition of the means to meet all the needs now and in the future. God bless.

Greg Ramzinski
Director, Raider Catholic

Happy Easter, everyone!!

With the Spring semester comes Ash Wednesday, Lent, and the final joyful reveal during Easter that Jesus is indeed 
the Son of God, the one who came to conquer sin and death. As I was thinking about the Easter story, and more 
importantly, the post-Easter Christians, I was struck by some parallels between the early Christians and our 
graduating Catholic seniors at Texas Tech. Like the apostles, our Catholic seniors have had to endure a great deal of 
hardship. Miraculous meals when there is little money, brutal nights with little sleep. 
Exams and papers, the lion’s den of academia… Some days it may feel like they are 
close to the beatings and fallings that Jesus endured on the cross. And final exams 
and papers… Then, several days later, graduation! That glorious time that makes it 
all worthwhile… But like the early Christians, now that the resurrection and, for our 
seniors, graduation, has occurred, they have to go out into the world and make sense 
of what they have learned… We hope as faculty and as campus ministers, and I’m 
sure as Jesus did with the early Christians, that we have given them a firm 
foundation, a moral foundation. I know from all of the Texas Tech Catholic students 
that I have seen over the years that we have. And, like the early Christians, we have 
seen our students bear our banners far and wide, spread the gospel both of Jesus and 
of Texas Tech to all who would listen. Our graduating students should be proud to 
be Catholic and to be Red Raiders. We at St. Elizabeth’s and at Texas Tech have been 
proud to have them.

Dominick Cassadonte, Ph.D.
Professor of Chemistry, Texas Tech University
Faculty Advisor, Raider Catholic  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When I started college in the Fall of 2012, I knew that I had to find a Catholic church to go to Mass on Sundays. 
Thanks to Raider Catholic and the Catholic Student Association, I quickly found St. Elizabeth. For two Sundays in a 
row, I talked to the priests after Mass and asked them if there was a Spanish Mass. Living in Mexico most of my life 
and going to Mass in Spanish even once I moved to the U.S., it was difficult to transition. After some planning with 
the priests and some friends, we began having a weekly Spanish Mass in October of the same year.

Beginning my second year, I found myself more drawn to the Eucharist as I understood that He is truly present there. 
I started going to daily Mass occasionally. It was there that I felt that I was called to be behind the altar. After 
experiencing this a few times, I decided to talk to the chaplain at the time, Fr. Jorge Rátiva, OP. He began to guide me 
through this process of continuous prayer, discernment, and exploration.

The Spanish Mass started with a small group of about twenty people every Sunday. Fast forward, today more than 200 
people attend the Spanish Mass regularly. This ministry has been a considerable part of my discernment. I have been 
an altar server for the past three years; assisting at the altar has helped me realize that this is something I feel God is 
constantly calling me to do.

On November 19, 2016, I was in New Orleans, LA, for the interview process to join the Dominicans. I was asked the 
question: “Why do you want to be a priest?” I answered, “Because I want to be able to provide the Sacraments to 
people.” On that same day, I was accepted to enter the novitiate of the Order of Preachers, the Dominicans; I will 
begin this August. The friars at our parish, the ministries of the Spanish Mass, and Raider Catholic have all shaped me 
into the person I am today. I am grateful for all the friendships, knowledge, but most of all, that I now am in a closer 
relationship with God. I am excited to begin the next chapter of my life to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ!

Carlos Salas
Class of 2017
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Dominicans at the Raider Promise Banquet. (L to R) Fr. RB Williams, OP, Fr. Francis Orozco, OP,
Sr. Malachy Griffin, OP, Fr. Emiliano Zapata, OP, Fr. Bob Perry, OP, Carlos Salas (future Dominican friar)
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Raider Catholic, the Catholic Student Center at Texas Tech University, and St. Elizabeth University Parish have a long 
tradition of vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Below are some of the men and women who have come 
from the student center or St. Elizabeth Parish and have answered the call to serve the Lord. If you know of other 
Raider Catholic vocations, please let us know.  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The Diocesan Youth Retreat Team, more 
commonly known as DYRT, is a ministry in 
Raider Catholic whose mission is to glorify 
God by ministering to the youth of the 
Diocese of Lubbock (and beyond) through 
Spirit-filled retreats. This year, we had the 
privilege to go to five different parishes: St. 
William of Vercelli in Denver City, St. Anthony 
in Brownfield, Immaculate Conception in 
Muleshoe, Our Lady of Guadalupe in Slaton, 
and Sacred Heart in Littlefield.

The way we prepare for retreats works like 
this: DYRT Leadership, this year being Jeremy 
Garza, Eric Hernandez, Kassidy Allen, Andrea Reid, Giovana Bollain y Goytia, and I choose two people from DYRT to 
plan and lead a retreat. The retreat leaders work tirelessly by planning all the activities, talks, games, and overall 
schedule. The DYRT staffers split into staffs—using their gifts and talents to give talks, act in skits, lead small group 
discussions, sing praise and worship music, or just serve wherever needed. Personally, I think the way DYRT works is 
beautiful. It is awesome to see so many people coming together to serve one another and the future of the Church. The 
work never falls on any group of people because all of DYRT comes together seamlessly to make these retreats 
happen. God fills us with His grace and strength to work as one big, loving, crazy team.

DYRT is a ministry that many people hold very close to their heart. It may be because of the work we do, the fun we 
have, the bonds we make, the multiple weekends we spend together without showers or sleep, the traditions, the 
constant search for improvement, the memories, the weekly meetings, the support we receive from one another, the 
love we share, or the opportunities we are given to spread the Good News. Whatever it may be—DYRT is a gift from 
God to us, a gift that I know each member will forever cherish.

This year, we had our very own Staff Retreat in January. This retreat was at Crossview Camp, put on by DYRT 
Leadership for the staffers of DYRT in an effort to bring us closer as a community and bring us closer to God. We felt 
that it was important to fill ourselves with God’s love in order to be able to share that with others. We sought to 
accomplish this by bringing people to come speak to us about different topics like: Community, Theology of the Body, 
Vocations, the Eucharist, and Evangelization. We had activities that were aimed at helping us take our masks off and 
being vulnerable with one another. Our retreat revolved around Jesus in the Eucharist, as an example of what the 
center of our everyday lives should be.

I am happy to say this year has been a success with St. Elizabeth’s Youth Night, staff retreat, and five DYRT retreats. I 
am grateful for all of the experiences we had together and I look forward to handing on this wonderful ministry to the 
2017-2018 Leadership.

We sincerely thank you for your prayers and support! To keep up with us, make sure to “Like” our Diocesan Youth 
Retreat Team page on Facebook or visit our website at raidercatholic.org/dyrt.

Laura K. Garcia
DYRT Director  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Diocesan Youth Retreat Team

DYRT

Members of the Diocesan Youth Retreat Team.
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As we finish this semester, the Catholic Student Association is happy to celebrate the 
end of an incredible year! We began our semester with another successful welcome 
week. This week of events allowed us to welcome new members and welcome back 
current members, as well as have some fun and fellowship before the semester got 
underway.

This semester we had a big push to start doing a wide variety of events on campus. Freshmen and Transfer Student 
Bible Study continues to meet on campus to bring freshmen and transfer students together to grow in their faith. 
Along with weekly Mass on Campus, we had an Ash Wednesday Mass on Campus in the Kent Hance Chapel that was 
standing room only. During the Lenten Season, we brought Stations of the Cross to campus. We began the Stations at 
Urbanovsky Park and walked through campus carrying a cross, stopping periodically to read the Stations. We ended 
this prayerful event with a dinner at St. Elizabeth’s University Parish.

We also had a large number of students participate on our Intramural team, the Cathletes! Our Cathletes played 
softball, flag football, indoor soccer, and basketball. A big event of the semester was our 2nd Annual Pool Party! We 
hosted a private party with Bahama Bucks at the Rec Center Leisure Pool. This was such a successful event for our 
members to come together, relax, and have fun prior to the start of finals. Our last big event of the semester was our 
Formal! This is a time to celebrate a successful year among all of our organizations and ministries. This year we 
recognized outstanding members in the areas of Service, Liturgical Ministry, Mass Choir, and Cathletes. We are excited 
to recognize the members who work hard behind the scenes to make our ministries so successful! As the academic 
year comes to a close, we are saying “See you later!” to our graduating seniors. These individuals have played a big 
role in our community, we are sad to see 
them leave, but very excited to watch 
them succeed in the next chapter of their 
lives. We are excited for this next year 
with new members, new leadership and 
a new calendar full of events!

Elizabeth Campo
CSA President

Raider Awakening is a Catholic retreat for all college students put on by college students. It is one of many 
Awakenings held around the country at various universities. Raider Awakening takes place twice a year, once in the 
Fall and once in the Spring semester. Raider Awakening 56 was held from March 31st to April 2nd, 2017 in Slaton, 
Texas. It included 80 retreaters and almost 200 staffers. After asking to reflect on her experience as a retreater for 
Raider Awakening 56, Isabel Nieves said, “After a journey of wonder and experimentation, finding your way back 
home is always a challenge because you’re not the same person you were before you left. But after spending so long 
traveling, once you go home you are once again reunited with the people who have loved you from the start. And that 
is how I felt at RA 56, it’s like I had arrived back home to the house of God, and He had all my brothers and sisters in 
Christ with open arms to welcome me back home. I did not know many people at RA but the connection was such a 
phenomenal experience, not once did I question if I belonged there. In that weekend alone, I know I had made some 
valuable friendships that will be hard to forget.” The 57th Raider Awakening will take place in the Fall 2017 semester. 
Staffers are currently preparing for the next retreat and request your prayers for the retreaters and staffers.

Allison Bass, Rector  &  Sarah Wanjura, Coordinator  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Catholic Student Association

CSA

Raider Awakening

RA Students retreating Raider Awakening #56.
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Chi Rho Fraternity is a Catholic, co-ed service based organization founded at Texas Tech University in 
1964. Chi Rho is built on the three pillars of Faith, Service, and Brotherhood. This fraternity is all about 
giving back to the Lubbock community while developing and creating a brotherhood within our 
members. We also strive to help our brothers and sisters expand their faith during their 
undergraduate career. Every year, we honor Chi Rho traditions such as Big Brother-Little Brother 
reveal, paddle exchanges between big and little, Barn Dance, Goat Roast, and many more.

Chi Rho strives to give back to the community that supports it, by engaging in worthwhile service projects for the 
Church, Texas Tech University, as well as Lubbock as a whole. Some of these activities include volunteering at 
Catholic Charities, Texas Boys Ranch, Haven Animal Shelter, Ronald McDonald Charities, and many others. Chi Rho 
continues to provide service with fundraising for organizations like the American Cancer Society. The plans that Chi 
Rho has for the future are great ones as XP has established a promise to raise funds over the next three years for the 
building of the new John Saleh Catholic Student Center. Chi Rho hopes to continue the great relationship that it shares 
with the Church as well as the other organizations that exist within St. Elizabeth University Parish.

Every semester Chi Rho takes a pledge class, and welcomes them as Active members when the semester ends. This 
semester was no different as many new Actives joined the ranks of Chi Rho. Chi Rho is always looking for any new 
members and invites any and all to the recruitment opportunities that are held at the start of each semester. Like us on 
Facebook at Chi Rho Catholic Service Fraternity or email our Pledge Trainer at xppledgetrainer@gmail.com for more 
information!

Ashley Hernandez
Chi Rho President

Women of Faith is a Bible study group 
for college women. Our goals are to 
help women build a relationship with 
Christ and to become connected with 
other women of God through Bible 
studies, service, and social events. 
College is a big step into independence 
and we are here as sisters of Christ to 
be a support system during this 
difficult transition.

Every Tuesday we met at 8:00pm in our student center and broke off in Small Faith Groups. Each Small Faith Group 
focused on a virtue to grow in throughout the year. This year the virtues were: Courage, Patience, and Trust. We read 
passages from 1 & 2 Corinthians for the year and also a novel by Francis Chan, called “Crazy Love”. This semester we 
put on our annual Sadie Hawkins Dance in March and we also had a Bible Study & Picnic at a local park. It has been a 
joyous year, bonding as sisters of Christ and we look forward to seeing Women of Faith continue to grow in the 
community. We are pleased to announce the Women of Faith Leadership for 2017-2018: President, Elise Bond — Small 
Faith Group Leaders, Lizbeth Trejo, Kendra Schwartz, Annie Duhon, — Event Coordinator, Zulema Garcia — 
Treasurer, Mikayla Castillo.

Mireya Tarin, Event Coordinator  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Chi Rho

XP

Women of Faith

WOF

Members of Women of Faith.
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The Texas Tech Knights of Columbus have completed 
yet another exciting semester! Various volunteer 
projects have been the dominant story this semester, 
along with recruiting. The Council has welcomed in 
many new members and all of them truly live up to 
what it means to be Catholic gentlemen. In addition 
to recruiting, another highlight of the semester was 
the 2nd Annual BBQ Cook-off held on April 8, 2017. 
This is the second time we’ve had this event it has 
grown a great deal from the previous year. This 
year’s BBQ Cook-off featured a student band as the 
warm-up act and BBQ teams from throughout 
Lubbock! This Annual event is quickly becoming a 
cherished tradition at Raider Catholic and St. 
Elizabeth Parish. This winter, on December 12, 2017, 
we will mark our 10th anniversary as a council. We were established almost 10 years ago and our sense of mission is 
stronger than ever! Keep in touch with the Council via Facebook (fb.com/techkofc) or Twitter (@techkofc) for the 
latest happenings!

Knights of Columbus Council #14426 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Chi Rho “littles” give their “bigs” a decorated paddle.

Knights of Columbus Council #14426

KofC

Students and parishioners at the BBQ Cook-off.
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Building the new John Saleh Catholic Student Center 
cannot happen without the help of many generous 
alumni, friends, and benefactors. The building is 
scheduled to open late Fall 2017 but there is still over 
$500,000.00 left to be raised. Join our mission of bringing 
the Good News of Jesus Christ to Texas Tech by making 
a contribution, buying a brick, or becoming a regular 
donor to Raider Catholic! Learn about all of the giving 
opportunities at www.raiderpromise.org. If you’re in the 
Lubbock area be sure to stop by and see the progress or 
visit the Raider Catholic website at 
www.raidercatholic.org for the latest pictures and 
videos of the construction.
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Bricks are a beautiful way to honor and 
remember those before us or leave a 
lasting gift marking a memory from 
your time at the Student Center.

Interior pictures of the new John Saleh 
Catholic Student Center. This new 
facility will be 18,888 square feet and 
feature state-of-the-art audio/video 
systems as well as four times the space 
of the current student center.

http://www.raiderpromise.org
http://www.raidercatholic.org
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Exterior pictures of the new John Saleh Catholic Student Center.

The ceiling in the multi-purpose room. Large chandeliers 
will hang from the exposed beams in this 7,000 square foot 
room with a stage and seating for 400.
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connect with usAn Easter Prayer

Heavenly Father,
as we renew our Baptismal vows,

help us to be made worthy of Eternal Life,
that we may always seek to do Your will

in our hearts and minds,
that we may show others

Your saving grace and Your love.

Give us the desire to love what You promise
so that amid the changing things of this world,

our hearts may be fixed
where true joys are to be found.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.
Amen. @raidercatholic

RAIDER CATHOLIC STUDENT CENTER 
2304 BROADWAY 
LUBBOCK, TEXAS 79401


